HARTSVILLE/TROUSDALE COUNTY GOVERNMENT
ORDINANCE #316-2025-03
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND TITLE 11 OF THE HARTSVILLE/TROUSDALE COUNTY CODE BY
ADDING SECTION 11-403 JAKE BRAKE REGULATIONS
WHEREAS, there is a need to provide for a safe and peaceful community for our citizens; and

WHEREAS, the Hartsville/Trousdale County Law Enforcement Committee recommends that
current chapters within Title 11 of the Hartsville/Trousdale County Code be reviewed and edited
to better service the community; and

WHEREAS, the Hartsville/Trousdale County Code Title 11 Municipal Offenses must reflect current
laws, ordinances, and practices as required by the public.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Hartsville/Trousdale County Commission meeting
in regular session, that

SECTION 1. The Hartsville/Trousdale County Municipal Code Title 11 be amended as
attached to this Ordinance by adding Section 11-403. Jake Brake Regulations.

SECTION 2. This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon its passage per the second
reading by the County Commission, the public welfare requiring it.

Recommended by the First Response Committee on _January 27, 2025 .
Public Hearing to be held on __March 24, 2025 if approved on T** Reading

Motion: Approve ORD 316-2025-03 Jake Brake Regulations

1M David Nollner Voice Vote
First Reading February 24,2025 2m Jerry Ford Yes 18 No 0 Abstain 0 Absent 1 PAsseD

Motion: Approve ORD 316-2025-03 Jake Brake Regulations

1M David Nollner Electronic Vote

Second Reading March 24, 2025 2m Chris Gregory Yes 15 No 0 Abstain 0 Absent 5 PASSED

IN EFFECT AND APPROVED ON MARCH 24, 2025 IN REGULAR SESSION

Approved: Attest:

Commission Chairman County Clerk



CHAPTER 4
Offenses Against the Peace and Quiet

SECTION
11-401. Disturbing the peace.
11-402. Anti-noise regulations.
11-403. Jake Brake Regulations.

11-403. Jake Brake Regulations. Subject to the provisions of TCA § 55-7-117, this aims

to reduce the noise pollution caused by Jake brakes, which are often loud and disruptive,
especially in residential or populated areas

(1) Prohibition on Use: The driver of any vehicle is prohibited from using or allowing the use

of engine brakes, compression brakes, or mechanical exhaust devices designed to aid in
braking or deceleration within the boundaries of the urban services.

(2) Exceptions for Safety: The only exception to this prohibition is if the use of such devices

is necessary to avoid imminent danger—essentially, if it's an emergency situation where
stopping quickly is needed for safety.

(3) Coverage Area: This regulation applies to all public streets and highways within the town,
meaning it impacts vehicles traveling through residential, commercial, or public areas.

(4) Emergency Vehicle Exemption: Emergency vehicles (e.g., fire trucks, ambulances) are

exempt from this rule, as their need to use braking systems may be critical in certain
situations.



